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dignifying my desire of visiting Corsica with the epithet <'f " a wi-e and noble curiosity," are to me more valuable than many uf thr grants of kings.
'But how can you bid me "empty my head of Corsica ' ?" My noble-minded friend, do you not feel for an oppressed nation bravely struggling to be free? Consider fairly what is the ease. The Corsicans never reeeived any kindness from the Genoese*. They never agreed to be subject to them. They owe them nothing ; ant! when reduced to an abject state of slavery, by force, shall they not rise in the great cause of liberty, and break the galling yoke ? And shall not every liberal soul be warm for them ? Kmpty my head <»i Corsica! Kmpty it of honour, empty it of humanity, empty it of friendship, empty it of piety. No ! while I live, ( 'or.siea urn! the cause of the brave islanders shall ever employ much of my atlrn
tion, shall ever interest me in the sineerest manner.
######      #
' 1 am, \-f.
, \VH.J .'
1 Johnson so early as Aug. 21, 1766, had given him the -amr udvn e (ante, ii. 25). How little Boswdl followed it is shewn liy his letter to the Earl of Chatham, on April K, 1767,111 which he inhumed hint «4 his intention to publish his Ct>t\w<i. and concluded: 'Could yow Lordship find time to honour me now and then with a letter? 1 Jntvt been told how favourably your Lordship has spoken oi we, "\\> «»»j respond with a 1'aoli and with a Chatham is enough t<» keep ,i ynunj/, man ever ardent in the pursuit of virtuous fume,' t 'Ihtftmtn t i»//f-i. iii. 246. On tin; name day on which he wrote to Johnnim, he *mi«l in a letter to Temple,' Old (ieneral Oglethorpe, who hits s-ottie in -,ee tnt\ and is with me often, just on account of my honk, bids me not many till I have first put the CorsiVuns iji u jn-oper .'-fitiuitioii, " Von ui.ty make a fortune in the doing of it," saitl he; "or, if y«u ttu not, yuu will have acquired such a character us will entitle you i«i any fortune."' Letters of AV.ncv//, p. 148, Four incmths Inter. (Urnvrtl wn»ir . —'By a private subscription .in Hcothuul, 1 am sewlin^ thin werk £?t*> worth of ordnance [to Corsica)... It i*t really u tolerable u.uti n( i»Vtil« lery.' Ib. p. 156. In 1769 lie brought out u smult volume rmitlrd ttritish Essays in favour of t/t<> /fr<n<<- ('t>nStrtN<. fly ScwntJ //»///</». Collected and published by James Honwell, Kstj.
8 From about the beginning' of the fourteenth century, C«»r*ii-n hud belonged to the Republic of Genoa. In the greut rising under IMnli. the Corsicans would have achieved their independent'e, hud u ceded the island to the crown of France, under the thinnest disguise. It iri reviewed in ih»* Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
